
Jackson County Library Board Meeting 

May 18, 2016 

Members present: Sandra Brock, Cindy Gowen, and Hanna Dickinson 

Members absent: Cheryl Cross and Lee Scoggins 

Meeting called to order at 3:45 p.m. 

Minutes: The board reviewed the minutes from the April meeting. Ms. Gowen moved that we accept 

the minutes as written; Ms. Dickinson seconded. The minutes were accepted.  

Financials: April’s financials were reviewed. Ms. Gowen moved that we accept the financials; Ms. 

Dickinson seconded. April’s financials were accepted.  

Old Business: The board reviewed circulation and memorial statistics. Next, the board discussed the 

search of a new integrated library system (ILS). Ms. Ryals did demos for three systems and was most 

interested in Atriuum and Apollo. After discussing the benefits of a new system and discussing the 

differences in options and costs between the two, the board suggested that Ms. Ryals seek testimonials 

from other Arkansas libraries for both systems and weigh the options between the two.  

New Business: Ms. Ryals provided the board members with a schedule of the summer reading program 

and discussed some of the events.  

The board next reviewed a pilot program suggestion from Ms. Ryals to stop charging overdue fines, 

effective June 1. This pilot will carry through the end of the year and give us the opportunity to explore if 

overdue fines are a barrier to patron access. It was discussed that the library generates little revenue 

from overdues and, considering the price of postage, actually loses money attempting to collect fines. 

The library will continue to charge for lost or damaged items. The board discussed whether or not we 

should advertise this change. By not advertising, we may find that the patrons who choose not to come 

in out of concern of accumulating overdue fines are unaware of the change of policy and will continue to 

not be patrons. Conversely, we do not want to advertise to our patrons that they can keep books as long 

as they wish. Ms. Ryals will discuss with other libraries that have stopped collecting overdue fines to see 

what they recommend. The board approved the pilot program.  

Ms. Ryals next discussed the need to power wash the outside of the library, particularly due to the white 

mildew growing on the inside of the brick columns on the arcade. The fourth of July weekend would be 

an excellent time to have this done and she will seek estimates on the project.  

Director’s Report:  

The director’s report is attached to the board meeting packet for the May 2016 meeting.  

Meeting adjourned at 4:34 p.m. 


